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National Federation of the Blind of Wisconsin

John Fritz, President

27824 Nuthatch Road

Kendall, Wisconsin 54638

Phone: 608.758.4800
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Thirty-Sixth Annual Convention of the

National Federation of the Blind of Wisconsin

Have Skills Will Travel!
[image: image17.png]X
National Federation
of the Blind

Of Wisconsin




April, 8th, 9th and 10th 2010
Comfort Suites Milwaukee Airport

6362 S. 13th Street

Oak Creek WI 53154

PHONE: (414) 570-1111

WEB: www.wiscohotels.com

Feel at home with us in Wisconsin
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NFB OF WISCONSIN BOARD OF DIRECTORS

OFFICERS:

President: John Fritz

First Vice President: Jeremiah Beasley
Second Vice President: William Meeker

Secretary: Jennifer Wenzel 
Treasurer: Roger Behm

Board Members: 
Sarah Baebler, Stacy Fuehrer, David Hyde, Tom Jeray, Karen Riccobono and Meghan Whalen
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NFB PLEDGE

I pledge to participate actively in the efforts of the National Federation of the Blind to achieve equality, opportunity, and security for the blind; to support the policies and programs of the Federation; and to abide by its constitution.

Convention Arrangements:  If you have any questions about convention arrangements, contact Dave Hyde, Chairperson, convention arrangements.

Registration:  Registration will be open on Friday April 8th from 4:00 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. and Saturday 8:00 a.m. to 8:45 a.m.  If you have any questions contact Jennifer Wenzel, 608-774-7110.  Registration $15, Saturday noon Box Lunch $17, Saturday banquet $30, Sunday breakfast $17.  A discount will be available to folks who pre-register at www.nfbwis.org.  Meals will be available on first come basis until sold out. 

Childcare:  Childcare will be open during the general convention sessions, lunch (please leave a McDonald’s order for your child with Naomi or Anna when you drop your child off, or provide an alternative if they do not want McDonald’s), and the banquet (children will need to be fed dinner prior to drop-off at childcare). 

Children can be dropped off no earlier than 30 minutes before the start of the session and must be picked up no later than 15 minutes after the session. 

Childcare will be in the hospitality suite (Suite 1000) for children 3 and under, and in the Hotel Boardroom for those 4 and older.  Morning and afternoon snacks will be provided in childcare.
If you have any questions regarding childcare, please contact Jennifer Wenzel at (608) 774-7110 with any questions (before and during the convention). 

Door Prizes:  You may be the lucky winner of a great door prize. Names will be drawn throughout the convention sessions and banquet. To be eligible to win, you need only to be registered and to be present in the meeting room when your name is drawn, unless you are in childcare. All donations of door prizes should be clearly labeled in Braille and print and turned in to Dan Wenzel, Door Prize Chairperson. 

Fund Raising Auction:  You may be the lucky high bidder of a great auction item!  To be eligible to win, you need only to be present and be the high bidder.  All donations of auction items should be clearly labeled in Braille and print and turned in to Dan Wenzel, Auction Chairperson. 

Dog Relief Area Information:  The dog relief area is located in the courtyard off of the ballroom lobby.  As you ender the lobby, turn right, and the doors outside will be straight ahead.  There will be a trash can located in the courtyard.  If you have any questions or complications, please contact Meghan Whalen at 262-844-7938.
Hospitality Room:  The Milwaukee Chapter invites you to join us for good fellowship and fun in Suite 1000 for some Milwaukee hospitality.  The hospitality room will be open Friday from 6:00 p.m. until 10:00 p.m. and Saturday from 7:00 a.m. until 8:45 a.m. also from 5:00 p.m. until 6:45 p.m.  Come and join us.

Presidential Suite:  Anyone who wants to meet with John Fritz or wants to visit is welcome to come to the Presidential Suite 2044.
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Friday, April , 2011
8:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. Parents Seminar – Ballroom A 

9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. Senior Seminar – Ballroom B

12:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m. Tech Time Seminar – Ballroom Lobby
The Wisconsin Association of Blind Students invites you to attend our Tech Time Seminar.  In addition to being able to try out the latest assistive technology, blind folks will learn about the independence skills and positive philosophy needed to succeed.

1:00 p.m.
Magnification Mini Seminar:  Ballroom B.

2:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m. Scavenger Hunt:  Join WABS in collaboration with the parents division in this year's scavenger hunt.  You can either help a blind child with their hunt or participate in the WABS advanced hunt consisting of 2 students per team.  WABS hunt will have prizes for the 1st, 2nd, and 3rd placing teams.  The hunt will take place on or around Hotel grounds.  Please see parent’s agenda for starting locations.
3:00 p.m.
I-Stuff Mini Seminar:  Presidential Suite 2044.

5:00 p.m.
HumanWare Products, Mini Seminar: Ballroom B.

4:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m. Convention Registration: Ballroom Lobby.

7:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. Resolutions Committee Meeting:  Ballroom A. Jennifer Wenzel, Chairperson. 

9:00 p.m. - until 10:30 p.m.
 Fish Sticks improvisation:  Join WABS for a night of fun.  Come and have a laugh with Fish Sticks, Milwaukee’s best improvisation group.  Shout out a funny scenario, be a part of a skit, or sit back, relax and enjoy the show. 
Cost: $10.00. Hosted by Wisconsin Association of Blind Students: Ballroom C.
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Saturday, April 9, 2011
7:00 a.m.
Breakfast: Ballroom Lobby

8:00 a.m. Convention Registration: Ballroom Lobby
GENERAL SESSION

(All general sessions will be held in the Ballroom)

9:00 a.m.
Call to Order

INVOCATION

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE/NFB PLEDGE

9:05 a.m.
Convention Welcome: Bill Meeker, President Milwaukee Chapter
9:15 a.m.
The National Federation of the Blind Making a Difference in the Lives of the Blind 

Scott LaBarre, President National federation of the Blind of Colorado.

10:00 a.m.  Legislative Update.
Gary Goyke, Legislative Affairs
10:30 a.m.  Transportation Update.
Jacqueline Janz, Marketing Director, Milwaukee County Transit System

10:45 a.m.  Transportation Update.
Carmi Peot, Director Transit Plus Program
11:00 a.m.  How will the Budget Changes Affect our Families.
Jennifer Wenzel, Secretary, Rock County Chapter & NFB-Wisconsin Board of Directors.
11:15 a.m. The Reading Blind in Wisconsin: A Report from the Regional Library

Enid Gruszka, Management Librarian, Wisconsin Talking Book and Braille Library.

11:35 p.m.  WCBVI Update.
Dan Wenzel, Director, Wisconsin Center for the Blind and Visually Impaired (WCBVI)

Karalee Tyrell, Orientation and Mobility Instructor, WCBVI

David Hyde, Professional Development Coordinator, WCBVI and Member, Board of Directors, National Federation of the Blind of Wisconsin (NFBW)
Noon– 2:00 p.m. Adjourn
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Lunch

12:00 p.m. All Lunches will begin in the Ballroom Lobby, box lunches.

Luncheon and Annual Meeting Wisconsin Assoc. of Blind Merchants WABM - Roger Behm, President, Ballroom C.
Luncheon and Annual Meeting - Wisconsin Assoc. of Blind Students WABS – Chelsea Reilly, President. Duffy’s Pub- bring your swimsuit.
Luncheon and Annual Meeting - Wisconsin Parents of Blind Children WPBC -Andrea Beasley, President Ballroom A. 
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General Session

2:00 p.m.
Call to Order

2:05 p.m.
The National Federation of the Blind of Wisconsin: The Organized Blind Working Together.

John Fritz, President, National Federation of the Blind of Wisconsin, National Board Member, National Federation of the Blind

2:20 p.m.
Wiscraft 
Jim Kerlin, President / CEO, Wiscraft Inc.
Joseph Leonard, Communication Center Manager & Human Resources Manager, Wiscraft Inc.
2:50 p.m.
Industries for the Blind 

Chuck Lange, President/CEO, Industries for the Blind, Inc.

Steve Heesen, Inside Sales Associate, Industries for the Blind, Inc.
3:20 p.m.
The Blind Hard at Work, Panel

Moderator: Jeremiah Beasley.

Stacy Fuerer, Customer Service Representative, APAC Customer Services Inc, President LaCrosse Chapter.
Greg Stilson, Humanware Product and Support Specialist
Leslie Penko, Family Finding Specialist, Children's Service Society of Wisconsin
Jeremiah Beasley, Webmaster & Help Desk Support, Wisconsin Center for the Blind
4:20 p.m.
Blind Inc

Al Spooner, Assistant Director, Outreach & Marketing
Kimberly Kiser, Student, Blind Inc.

Taey Mack, Student, Blind Inc.
4:45 p.m.
What Leadership Means to Me.
Sarah Baebler, Vice-President WABS, NFB-Wisconsin Board of Directors

4:50 p.m.
What Leadership Means to Me.

Meghan Whalen, President WAGDU, NFB-Wisconsin Board Member

5:00 p.m.
Adjourn
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7:00 p.m.
36th Annual Banquet: Ballroom

Master of Ceremonies: Bill Meeker
Drawings

PAC Plan

Banquet Address: Scott LaBarre, President National Federation of the Blind of Colorado.
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9:00 p.m.
NFBW Auction Ballroom
[image: image10.png]



Sunday, April 10, 2011
GENERAL SESSION

7:00 a.m.
Working Breakfast, Ballroom Lobby
8:00 a.m.
Annual Business Meeting Ballroom

Secretary’s Report

Treasurer's Report

Audit Report

Blind Driver Challenge, Scott LaBarre
Pledges

Committee Reports

Scholarship Committee

Resolutions Committee

Chapter & Division Reports

Nominating Committee Report

Elections

National Convention

State Convention

Miscellaneous Business

11:00 a.m. Adjourn
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Special Thanks from the State President:  I would like to take the opportunity to thank our members, guest speakers and special guests for showing your dedication to the blind by attending the NFB of Wisconsin’s 36th annual convention.  Your presence, your willingness to help out and share has truly made this convention special.  Many thanks to the dedication of the hotel and their staff for providing the facilities and services and in helping to insure the huge success of our convention.  Thank you to the Milwaukee Chapter for being such excellent hosts and to Scott LaBarre for making the trip from Colorado to share his expertise, wisdom, and experience with us.  
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